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_ate Aide Hilsman Qu’

ypassed in Viet Meves

By Ch:‘lmcrs M. Roberts
CPYRGHT Staff Reporler

Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Aflairs
‘Roger Hilsman resigned suddenly last night, a move re-
lated at least in part to the crisis in South Viet-Nam.
The White House released® D
“Dear Roger” letter from'.
President  Johnson, together!
with a Hilsman letter prais-
ing the President, after word
leaked out that the official
would quit.
It was the [lirst resignation
of the Johnson Administration
conuceted with a policy mat-
ter. lowever, Hilsman’s asso-|+
ciates and close friends said
it was more a matter of his
having been hypassed at the
[ State Department than an ac-
tual difference over how to
run the war in South Viet.:
Nan, ' !

Bypassing Scen !

FOIAb3b

Only a day hefore the res-|b :
ignation, State had an-
nounced appoiniment of a spe- ik
cial assistant to Secretary |k
Dean Rusk (o “sharpen the |§+
focus” on the Viet-Nam prob- (£

[em. an act that Hilsman’s |’

- and demanding  sort.” Hils- !
. man wrote the President that!

“there is no man in Americai
who is hetter {itted for lead-i
: reinogh CTShip than you.” i

CARES N

Iricads said he could hardiy Associnted Press  Wanis Academic Life
Lake as othor than a slight. ROGER HILSMAN | Hilsman said that he had
Hilsman himself was not avail-! ... quits State Department long felt he must return to

@aile for comment last night, | ..~ Tiprivate life, that he wanted
It was evident, too, that Backed Current Policy 'to return to academic life and
ilsman, though himself a  Officials involved in (he that he would be happy to
pPVest Point graduate and: Viet-Nam problem said that offer any future help “com-
Worid War 11 veteran of Mer- while Hilsman was a man. of Patible with my academic
1il's Marauders in Burma and. strong views, he had not dis-{Post.” However, be has not yet,
»F the Office of Strategicisenied from the current Ad-/accepted such a post.
“orviees, had clashed on more! ministration policy of first' Milsman's letter to. Mr. John-
Lhan  ouc  occasion with the! becfing up the anti-Commun- son also said that “President
Pentagon. Nor was he fully/ist war as now being fought Kennedy would have been
fceepted by the Foreign Serv-; while studying various pos- proud—as are all of us who
ce regulars at State, thoughlsibilities of carrying the war worked with him—of the vigor
¢ had enjoyed the confidence|into Communist North Viet- and surefiess with=which vou
p{ President Kennedy. i Nam. have managed affairs.” And
Like many others, Hilsman, Viet-Nam, commented one Mr. Johnson spoke of his “re-
as found he had less direct Official, is “a problem which luctance™ at secing Hilsman
veess to the new President|has broken the back of many leave “th relurn to  vour
141 1o his predecessor,|2 man.” chosen” profession.” =
[/ nds said. Hilsman was one] The exchange of official:  All of this, however, did
(¢ those who helped convince | leiters, which was not due to not disguise the Iact thal Hils-
r. Kennedy of the need for!be released until a successor man had., in cff:ct, hoen down.
{-iicuerrilla forces in suchthad been named, was couch- yyaded in the handling of the
freas as Viet-Nam, and Mr,|ed in the most iriendly tones. Vict-Nam crisis, that he there-
rennedy had promoted him:Mr. Johnson praised Hilsman fope had -quit and that his
rom inielligence chief ofjfor having served ~With great, resignation.was the first break
1Al 1o Assistant Scerctary. jcourage and dedication in|of any policy consequences in

~bposts of the most difficultfthe Johnson Administration.
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